HALAKHIC FOUNDATIONS,
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, AND MILITARY SERVICE
IN ISRAEL'S WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

Editors:
AVIAD HACOHEN, YITZCHAK AVI RONESS, AND MENACHEM BUTLER



HALAKHIC FOUNDATIONS,
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, AND MILITARY SERVICE
IN ISRAEL'S WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

MITZY A

Volume |

Editors:
AVIAD HACOHEN,
YITZCHAK AVI RONESS,
AND MENACHEM BUTLER

The Institute for
Jewish Research and Publications

Cambridge, MA « 2025



Milhemet Mitzvah: Volume 1

Halakhic Foundations, Religious Authority, and Military Service in
Israel’s War of Independence

Editors: Aviad Hacohen, Yitzchak Avi Roness, and Menachem Butler

© 2025, All Rights Reserved
ISBN: 978-1-962609-15-9

Published by The Institute for Jewish Research and Publications

Cambridge, MA

www.IJRPub.org
info@lJRPub.org
Twitter @ThelJRPub



Table of Contents

Milhemet Mitzvah: Volume 1

Halakhic Foundations, Religious Authority, and
Military Service in Israel’s War of Independence

Foreword: Why, How and When Do We Recite

Haskel Lookstein

Preface: Confronting the Halakhic and Ideological Debate on

Menachem Butler

Introduction: “The Army of Holiness for Israel’:
Religious Ecstasy and Its Profound Significance
in the ‘Swords of Iron’ War 1

Aviad Hacohen

Section I:
Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac Halevi Herzog and
Recruitment of Yeshiva Students

The Recruitment of Yeshiva Students on the Eve of the War of

Yitzhak Isaac Halevi Herzog
ed. Itamar Warhaftig

Correspondence between Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac Halevi Herzog and
David Ben-Gurion on the Question of Inducting Yeshiva Students
to the IDF in Israel’s First Decade 110

Mirit Bat-Horin



The Halakhic Definition of the Wars of the State of Israel in the
Teachings of Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac Halevi Herzog 124

Neria Guttel

Milhemet Mitzvah Without a King:
Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac Halevi Herzog’s Halakhic and Ideological

Yitzchak Avi Roness

Section I1:
The Religious Soldier During the Independence War

Service in the Israel Defense Forces in the Thought of Rabbi Yehuda

Yehuda Amital

The Activities of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook in Matters of

Security of the Yishuv. ... 228
Moshe Ehrenwald

The Draft and Yeshiva Students ... 247
Moshe Ehrenwald

The Recruitment of Haredim . ... 315
Moshe Ehrenwald

'The Involvement of Jerusalem’s Rabbis in Security Matters During the

War of Independence, ... 369
Moshe Ehrenwald

Patrons of The Ginzei Nistarot Society provide support to
The Institute for Jewish Research and Publications,
directly contributing to the growth of Jewish scholarship and fostering

a deeper understanding of Judaism and its contributions to the world.

To join or to find out more information,
please contact info@ijrpub.org



= P YL,
’5/2/\? 75‘\“2

Ginzei Nistarot Society Patrons

Anonymous
Arielle and Donny Rosenberg

Jennifer and Michael Kaplan

~—

r‘ Hilda and Yitz Applbaum
-

e Nancy and Dov Friedberg

Caron and Steve Gelles

Joyce and Jeremy Wertheimer

Joan and Jack Mann

'/



N A
AEINY

This volume, along with the entire Milhemet Mitzvah series, is dedicated in honor of

RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN,

whose lifelong commitment to Jewish education, halakhic inquiry, Religious Zionism,
communal unity, and the moral responsibilities of religious leadership has shaped
generations. Rabbi Lookstein’s steadfast advocacy for Israel’s defenders - through both
principled leadership and tangible support - affirms the deep interconnection
between Torah study, national responsibility, and the security of Medinat Yisrael.
Rabbi Lookstein has long championed the moral imperative of being our brothers’
keepers, ensuring that silence is never an option in moments of challenge. In that spirit,
we honor the students, alumni, and families of Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun and the
Ramaz School who have served - and continue to serve - in the Israel Defense Forces,

upholding a tradition of duty that reflects both halakhic obligation and historical necessity.
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For over seventy-five years, the question of military service has remained
one of the most contested issues in Israeli society, raising fundamental
tensions between national defense, Torah study, and religious leadership.
Milhemet Mitzvah, vol. I: Halakhic Foundations, Religious Authority,
and Military Service in Israel’s War of Independence examines this
debate at its origins, exploring the halakhic, ideological, and historical
foundations of military service in the early years of the State of Israel.
This volume brings together leading scholars, rabbis, and historians to
analyze how religious authority shaped military policy, the role of yeshiva
students and Haredi commmunities in national defense, and the broader
implications of defining military service as a halakhic obligation. Featuring
newly translated primary sources, it offers a rigorous engagement with a

debate that continues to define Israeli society and Jewish identity.
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